The educational services department
of The Kansas City Star Company
presents a glimpse of the history of
Kansas City ...
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Ch the Doorstap of 1880, .,

On the Doorstep of 1880...

“Within a context of reality” is an imaenant mathaticnal force whan sjudying everts of Ihe past; the Souvenic Edition providas
such a mativation. There is somathing fascinating about actually holding an historicsl artiftact-evan if # 13 a facsimile.

is & newspapar aclivity guida designad lo accompany tha Souvenir Edition of The Kansas City
Star. The guide consists of wenty actvity sheets and twenly-live idaa starfers. The aclivities can be used in & variety of subiject
areas and grade lavals. The activities ara written dirsclly lo students so they can be used In a number of ways from independart

|study o lotal class experiancas,
Wa hope you and your students will anjoy wsing the Souvenir Edition, the dally newspapear and On ife ODoorstep of 1880,

Fage No.

Activity Title

Chiective
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The Date: September 19, 1880
Where Are the Pictures?

From Label to Headline

Flowery Descriptions of 1880

What a Difference a Century Makes|
Truly & Truism

Could Have Been Advertised
Agricultural Roots

What a Difference Techrnology Makeas!
Dear Mr. Nelson

1880 Literacy

1880's Inquiry

Problems Even Then

The Giood, The Bad and the Unique
Poetry in the Midst of Prose

Keys to the Past

Classifying Differances in Ads
Debating the Changes

Health and Safely Concerns

Graphic Comparisons

Critique the first edilion of The Kansas City Star.
Identify possible graphics for news stores
Compare and contrast past and present headlines
Compare writing styles of 1880 and today

Rewrita an 1880 article in prasant day style

Apply an 1880 trulsm %o the present day

Identily possible businesses of 1880

ldentify examples of agricultural connections
Indicata changes created by technology

Express opinions about 1880 problems or issuas
Define unfamiliar words and expressions

Wiite a histary arficle for the 1880 Sfar

Describe problems of living in Kansas City in 1880
Locate examplas of good, bad and unigue news
Wiite a poem in similar style as that in The Star
Analyze advertisements for evidence of lifestyles
Detect similarities and differences in ads

Debate the past and present mission of The Siar
Compare past and present health/safety concerns
Design a graph for allocation of newspaper space




THE DATE: SEPTEMBER 19, 1880
THE PLACE:EKANSAS CITY

OVERVIEW: The first edition of The Kansas City |[g|
Star was published the previous day [September 18, |[5
1880). The publisher and the staff of the newspaper, 4
while busy preparing the next copy of the [T
newspaper, are anxiously awalting the reaction of ||l
the public to the first edition. '

1] Copyright. 1088 The Hasses City Shas On.

ACTIVITY:

1 Assume that you are one of a group of readers discussing (evaluating) with some
friencls the first copy of The Kansas City Star,

2) Keep in mind, as much as you can, that the year is 1880 and much of the technology
of present day papers won't be avdilable for many years, Focus your camments on
the organization, features and content of the paper and the various fopics that are
used.

3) In the spaces below, list what you believe are the positive and negative feafures of the
first newspaper. If possible, discuss your lish with other students in your class.

The I{'.:'maas City Evening Star, First Edition - September 18, 1880




WHERE ARE THE PICTURES? ‘ NANE

OVERVIEW: As vou will note in the 1880 Souvenir
Edition, there is a total absence, except for one short
advertisement, of plctures and illustrations which
accompany stories and give us a greater understanding
of the event being reported. By comparison. newspapers
from 100 or more years ago may appear dull and
uninviting,

Copyright, 1368 The Kansas Cidy Sar Co.

ACTIVITY:

1} Read some of the news arlicles in the Souvenir Editicn, As you read the articles, note
where a picture, llustration or other graphic would have made the arlicle more
inferesting and understandable.

2) In the chart below, list the headline of at least three arlicles and describe one or maore
pictures, ilustrations and graphics which you believe could have accompanied each
sfory. Provide a brief skefch of your suggested graphics.

Article Headline Your Suggestions for Graphics




FROM LABEL TO HEADLINE

OVERVIEW: Though newswriting and
headline writing styles today may vary
somewhat among newspapers,
differences are more evident when comparing

style

the headlines of the 1880 Souvenir Edition to
today's newspaper. In those days, the headlines were
similar to what we may call *labels™ or “titles” today. T —

ACTIVITY:

balow,

1) Read the front page headlines in a recent edition of the newspaper.
' 2) Make a list of five to ten characteristics (attributes) of modern day headlines.Use the space

3) Select at least five stories from the 1880 edition and rewrite the headlines as they might be
written today. Be sure to refer to the list of headline characteristics you developed. Use these

as a guide in writing and editing your new headlines.

]

Commaon Characteristics of
Modern Headlines

10.

The Five Headlines as they would likely appear today:

; 2

Five Headlines from the Souvenir Edition:




THE FLOWERY
DESCRIPTIONS OF

1880... NAME

OVERVIEW: The first edition of The 08
Kansas City Evening Star contains

front page news of some very tragic events. The language of the
past in these and other stories is colorful and full of imagery.
Unlike newswriting today, the subjective point of view of the story

was allowed in the earliest front page news.
Copyright, 1888 The Karssaa City Star Cn.

ACTIVITY:
1) Carefully read the front page story entitled A Horror af 5t. Paul in the Souvenir Edition .

2) In the story, circle every adjective, noun, and verb that is not familiar to you.
3) Using a dictionary (You may have to use an unabridgad versionl), look for the definition of the

words you circled.
4) Record each word you locked up and the definition most appropriate to fit the meaning of the

story. Write this information below.
5) Rewrite the story in the space provided, using the new definitions in place of the words

orlginally used in 1880|
L ST s
' Words and Definitions: A Different Version of the Story


























































